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Laughter. Tears. A Family at the Mercy of Tim
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The performance will run for about
2 hours and 20 minutes with a 15-minute intermission
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Members of the audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually.

Latecomers and those who leave their seats during the performance

will only be admitted and allowed to return to their seats at the intermission
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In Korean with Chinese and English surtitles
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| N Meet-the-artist session after 19 and 20 Sep performances
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This performance contains adult content,
coarse language and smoking scenes
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Suitable for aged 13 and above
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House rules

To avoid disturbance, please set your mobile phone on silent mode and switch off other beeping or light emitting devices before
the performance. To ensure an undistracted performance by artists and an enjoyable experience for the audience, photo-
taking, audio or video recording is strictly prohibited throughout the performance (including the curtain call and meet-the-artist
seesion). Eating or drinking is not permitted in the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.

© Studio AL, LG Arts Center
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“The Cherry Orchard, which is both a comedy and a tragedy, is a work
that can showcase the amazing talent of Korean actors and a work that

can reflect the dynamically changing Korean society.” \
— 4" - 738 Simon Stone
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Simon Stone is an award-winning writer and director working in theatre, opera

vapy - i and screen. He has worked with many companies internationally, including Wild
Simon Stone Duck (2011) for Belvoir St. Theatre followed by international tours. In 2015, he
SRS ) L adapted it into The Daughter, his debut feature film. Other highlights include
Writer / Director Yerma for The Young Vic (winner of the 2017 Olivier Award for Best Revival

which transferred to The Park Avenue Armory) and Medea for Internationaal
Theater Amsterdam, which was then produced by Brooklyn Academy of Music.
His many operas include the Olivier Award-winning Innocence (Festival d’Aix-
en-Provence, Royal Opera House London, San Francisco Opera, Finnish National
Opera, Dutch National Opera, Adelaide Festival and The Met). His latest play,
The Lady from the Sea (after Ibsen) premieres in September 2025 at The
Bridge Theatre in London and his next film, The Woman in Cabin 10 starring
Keira Knightley, premieres in October 2025 for Netflix.
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LG Arts Center is managed by the LG Yonam Culture Foundation, a nonprofit organisation affiliated with LG Group.
Since its opening in 2000, LG Arts Center has been at the forefront of Korea’s performing arts scene, presenting
world-class artists and cutting-edge contemporary works. In parallel, it has steadily expanded its commissioning and
producing strand, creating and touring original productions through collaborations among Korean and international
artists. Following its relocation to western Seoul in 2022, LG Arts Center has premiered large-scale new works
with top-tier Korean actors, including Doyeon Jeon, Haesoo Park and Youngae Lee, and partnered with leading
international directors on major productions such as The Cherry Orchard (2024) and Hedda Gabler (2025). These
flagship productions affirm LG Arts Center’s dual identity as an exceptional producing theatre and a vibrant hub of
artistic creativity and exchange on the world stage.
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Act One

Doyoung Song, a chaebol heiress, returns to Seoul after five years abroad to find her
family business at risk of bankruptcy. Her arrival reunites families, employees and old
acquaintances in the family mansion she inherited, rekindling warm memories while
igniting tensions over private relationships and the family’s future.

Act Two

The plan of Doosik Hwang, the son of the family chauffeur, to restructure the family
business divides Doyoung and her brother Jaeyoung. Romantic entanglements complicate
loyalties, while ideological debates put private tutor Donglim Byun and Doyoung’s younger
daughter Haena against Doosik, with Jaeyoung adding his own provocations.

—— Intermission of 15 minutes ——

Act Three

Haena’s birthday draws relatives and friends under
one roof. Past grievances erupt, love triangles
implode, and Doyoung faces accusations
from her daughters, altering the evening’s
celebratory mood. The cracks in their
relationships are beyond repair. The
company’s survival hangs in the balance.

Act Four

Changes at the doorstep forces the Songs

to make choices and sacrifices, and ponder
new beginnings. The family mansion and the
cherry orchard transform into something new.

© Lee Seung-hee, LG Arts Center
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Sangkyu Son as Jaeyoung Song Yunho Nam as Donglim Byun Sejun Lee as Yebin Shin
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The Cherry Orchard by Simon Stone
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After the original play by Anton Chekhov
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Production Team

BIE Produced by
LG &l
LG Arts Center
Bt & =49 Co-commissioned with
S S i
Adelaide Festival, Australia
#1755 8L Executive Producer
ZSAE Tency H.J. Lee
HR B Bz 38 Writer and Director
7519 - i Simon Stone
F2E Producer
FHASCHE Min K. Shin
B A /EEE 8L Associate Creative Producer
Wouter Van Ransbeek
BB ELE Associate Director
Tk E ft Hayoun Sim
BRBIREE S SO NS
Dramaturg and Script Translator
Danbi Yi

323t Set Designer
&% 2 Saul Kim
Al 28535 5 I B B A Sk 5

Costume Designer and Associate Set Designer
Mel Page

P& Sy 3t Lighting Designer

James Farncombe

Eu L

5 4 By B A 25 21 Music and Sound Designer
%8 E Youngkyu Jang

ST Ke Akt g% & Hair and Make-up Designer
F 2% Jiyoung Baek

XK yE B B Touring Producer
SPRAE Ju Kim

FiflifE S Technical Director
£ R {8 Kyoungjun Eo

KKy € H Touring Manager

£ ¥EAE Hoyeon Kim

Bl Assistant Director

R AR Yumin Oh

A EEEY Stage Manager
FKEMR Gyeonggeun Song
BT S ELEE Deputy Stage Manager
= B2k Eunjoo Hwang

B i 7K T. Head Carpenter
4% K Kwanyang Kim

i 52 BIE Set Builders

Teuin Kwak

Z2EEER Dongjun Lee

%3R5 Byungro An

&% 45 Lighting Supervisor
Wl 57 Hankyoung Ryu

1& S JHE A Lighting Practical
Z2£5% Junhyun Lee

24 4% Sound Supervisor
B £ %% Junseok Eom
2 HE % Sound Playback
AMiEAE Sehwan Park
HEA M Sound RF

<20 Wonshim Kim

A& 45 Costume Supervisor
Seree Cho

527U Ky At Hair and Make-up

2% Jiyoung Baek
FRFIH Yiyoon Lim
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Doyeon Jeon as Doyoung Song
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Works

Films The Contact, A Promise, Happy End,
You Are My Sunshine, Secret Sunshine, My
Dear Enemy, The Shameless, Beast Clawing at
Straws, Emergency Declaration, Kill Boksoon,
Revolver; Drama series Shoot for the Stars,
Lovers in Prague, The Good Wife, Lost, Crash
Course in Romance; Theatre Educaling Rita;
Musical The Queen of Tears, among others
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Major Awards

Best Actress, 60th Cannes Film Festival

Best Actress, 28th Blue Dragon Film Awards
Chevalier of the Order of Arts and Letters, France

Best Actress (Film Division), 61st Baeksang Arts
Awards
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Jury Member, Competition Section, 67th Cannes
Film Festival
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“I've always gotten what I wanted.”

After five years in New York, Doyoung has returned to Seoul. A
stunningly beautiful woman, she now feels her prime has passed
and struggles with the insecurities of middle age. The mansion,
where the story takes place, was a gift from her father on her 16th
birthday. It is filled with memories of her childhood happiness, pain
tied to her reckless youth, as well as trauma caused by the death
of her youngest son Haejun. Here, Doyoung’s emotions and painful
memories unravel, revealing the burdens she carries. She still
radiates charm and charisma despite her daily drinking to cope with
her struggles.

Q. What does the mansion, gifted by her father on her 16th
birthday, mean to Doyoung?

A. I think the house symbolised my future. It represented the privilege and
security of the life of the upper class, so I always got what I wanted. The
house was a symbol of my property.

Q. What kind of life does Doyoung lead after losing the house her
father gave her?

A. I've spent my life avoiding reality, but after losing this last place of
refuge, I want to live life to the fullest. I won’t be a bystander in my own
life anymore.
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Haesoo Park as Doosik Hwang
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Works

Musicals Hero, The Chorus—OQOedipus;
Theatre Frankenstein, Sagunja—Seasons
of Change, Faust; Drama series Prison
Playbook, Squid Game, Narco Saints, Money
Heist: Korea—Joint Economic Area, Karma,
among others
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Major Awards

Best New Actor, 4th Korea Theater Awards
Best New Actor, 40th Blue Dragon Film Awards
Best Supporting Actor, 4th Asia Contents
Awards

Excellence Award (Actor), 2023 APAN Star
Awards
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“I was nothing. Now, I own the name that once belonged to
all of you.”

The son of a chauffeur who once worked for the Song family’s late
chairman, Doosik grew up under difficult circumstances, enduring the
abuse of his alcoholic father. For young Doosik, Doyoung Song was like
a saviour, offering words of comfort and soothing his emotional wounds.
That moment, like an unhealed scar, became his life’s driving force.
Doosik, though now a successful businessman and an influential figure,
still gets no recognition from the Song family. He drives expensive
imported cars and sips fine champagne, yet deep down Doosik is
haunted by the inferiority complex of being “just the driver’s son”.

Q. What does Doyoung Song mean to you?

A. Doyoung was like a mother bird to me when I was a child. She was someone
who filled the void left by my absent family, someone I could love more than
anyone else, someone [ admired and believed could heal my heart. She made
me realise that I could be someone different from my family, and worthy of
her recognition.

Q. You once said, “The world needs a concrete vision.” After the
cherry orchard is bulldozed, what is Doosik Hwang’s vision and
future? Do you ever feel lonely in the space others have left
behind?

A. Honestly, I do feel lonely. But I try to focus on the pride of having saved this
company. When Hyunsook said goodbye to me, she told me, “You're a warm
person, so don’t turn cold,” which made me think, “Yes, [ need to start over
completely.” I don’t yet have a clear answer about how I'm moving forward,
but if I were to draw a vision, it’d be to ensure the survival of this company.
It’s like I've become a member of Doyoung Song’s family.
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as Jaeyoung Song
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Theatre The Fall, Othello, Betrayal,
Oslo, Death and the Maiden among

others, Director of The Lives of
Others
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Award

Yoo Inchon Best New Actor, 53rd
Dong-A Theater Awards
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Moon Choi
as Hyunsook Kang
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Works

Films Anarchist from Colony, Dongju:
The Portrait of a Poet, Our Body;
Drama series Now, We Are Breaking
Up, Mistress; Theatre The Lives of
Others, among others
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Award
Best Leading Actress, b4th Grand Bell
Awards
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“If you don’t respect a small, forgotten record player, then the
future is meaningless.”

Weak-willed and indecisive, Jaeyoung lives in his own bubble, struggling to
connect with others. He was meant to inherit the family business but he lets
a friend run it, knowing little of the real world. He still uses a typewriter,
avoids smartphones, and resists the pace of modern change. Passionate
about philosophy and music, he cherishes his family and stands firm in his
convictions.

Q. What does “the power of tradition” mean to you?

A. The world keeps shifting toward whatever works. People follow rules without
knowing why. Over time, systems shift until their purpose is lost. I believe in holding
to proven principles, steady against change. Tradition carries the enduring power of
human nature.
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“I can’t shake the feeling that I've never really had a mother.”

Strong and confident on the surface, Hyunsook is the adopted eldest daughter
of Doyoung. She cares for her mother and younger sister while serving as vice
president of the family company, yet her work and devotion go unnoticed.
The alienation of being adopted has shadowed her life. Her relationship with
Doosik leaves her insecure, with no promise of a shared future.

Q. After the pilgrimage, what life will you lead?

A. T've always lived for others: my mom, Haena, my uncle, our home, and our company.
Responsibility gave me a sense of belonging, but I see now it was selfish. I wasn’t
born from love, so I sought purpose in others. I want to walk for months, and spend
time for myself for the first time in my life. Maybe then I'll find a reason to truly live.



RN 2
Jihye Lee

as Haena Kang
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Works

Theatre Bea, The Monster in the
Hall, Riquet with the Tuft, Can you
Sforgive her?, Agnes of God, among
others
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Acting Award, 41st Seoul Theater
Festival

PTG & bk
Yunho Nam
as Donglim Byun
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Works

Film 12.12: The Day; Drama series
The Remarried Empress, Law and
The City, Our Unwritten Seoul,
Theatre Macbeth, Coriolanus, among
others
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“Maybe we really can make a change? Maybe.”

The younger daughter of Doyoung, Haena followed her mother to New York
and later returned to Seoul. After graduating from Princeton, she began
studying film at New York University. Raised in comfort, she is honest about
her desires, yet carries unresolved conflicts with her mother and a sense
of emptiness. Meeting Donglim fills that void, transforming her sheltered
innocence into a passion to change the world.

Q. What drew you and Donglim to each other?

A. We're both dreamers. After losing my brother, I was not stuck. I went abroad to
study. Donglim stayed in academia, cultivating his beliefs away from the world. Our
ideas spark joy and curiosity among ourselves, and there are things I can tell him
that I could never share with my family.
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“How can we bring about meaningful change? How can we break
into a new era?”

The youngest Song son, Haejun’s private tutor, Donglim carries deep guilt for
failing to stop Haejun’s accident. Now on his third PhD, he’s an idealist who
looks down on entrepreneurs chasing only profit. He believes the future should
be built on incremental changes based on traditional values. But he never
turns his ideals into action.

Q. Was Haena your first girlfriend? What future did you imagine together?

A. We meet many people in life, and I don’t think relationships can be summed up in
one label. If you mean the first time I've felt intellectually and emotionally connected
with someone, then yes. I hoped Haena and I could live fully in the present, unbound
by the pace of modern life or society’s expectations, supporting each other and free
to pursue happiness.

[5]
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as Youngho Kim
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Works

Film The Beast; Drama series The
Fiery Priest, Sky Castle; Theatre
Maeng, The Orphan of Zhao: Seeds
of Revenge, GOTT, among others
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Yurim Park
as Doona Jung
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Works

Films Ballerina, Drive My Car;
Drama series Miraculous Brothers,
Extraordinary Attorney Woo, Black
Dog: Being A Teacher, among others
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Awards
Best International Feature Film, 94th
Academy Awards (Drive My Car)
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“Just the day before, I thought I was broke. You never really
know how life’ll turn out...”

A cousin of Jaeyoung and Doyoung, Youngho has spent his life avoiding work
and often visits the Song family to borrow cash. He loves delicacies and “liquid
gold”, yet has no refined taste. An opportunist, he dodged bankruptcy when
zeolite was found on his land, reinforcing his belief that money should come as
a windfall, never through hard work.

Q. Have you ever worked a real job? Anything you’d like to try?

A. I once worked three or four months at a café, but the customers were so rude I quit.
[ also lasted a single day at a friend’s interior design company. It was too exhausting,
so I ran. I've done other odd things... This is embarrassing, but I love tango recently.
Becoming a dancer? Not in this life. Maybe the next!
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“Tell me you love me.”

A lively and capable servant in the Song household, Doona is tough-minded
and blunt, sometimes lacking tact. She treats the Song daughters as equals,
occasionally crossing boundaries. She is drawn to the polished and worldly
Judong, and is not afraid to make bold decisions at critical moments.

Q. Years later, Judong sends you a letter saying he misses you, plus a
one-way ticket to New York. What’s your choice?

A. T'd ignore it. Being rejected by both Yebin and Judong made me grow. I'd rather use
my savings to travel, meet new people, and live freely. Still, I don’t regret those days.
I'loved, I lost, and those memories are worth keeping,.
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Works

Film Action Hero; Drama series
KICK; Theatre Boy with Bicycle
Thief Helmet, Rocket Candy,
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Theatre Rope, Decision, Ibakyum
Short Project: Kim Aeran Shorts,
Ibakyum Short Project: Love Three,
The Road to Heaven, Othello, among
others
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“If someone’s in despair, it’s not me... right? I have no reason to
)
be, do I?”

The young chauffeur of the Song household, Yebin works hard at everything
yet always seems a bit off-beat. Luck never favours him. Always present but
barely noticed, he has a calm exterior that hides a restless tide of emotions.

Q. Biggest difference between driving for the Songs and for Doosik
Hwang?

A. The Song elders treated me well, but I could hear their sighs and murmurs after my
mistakes. Mr Hwang tells me directly what I did wrong and how to fix it. It can be
scary, but it gives me hope I can improve. [ need someone like him.
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“Sorry. I know I should stay with you, but my heart keeps
pushing you away.”

Judong met Doyoung in New York and has become her personal secretary
since then. He likes being called by his American name, Benjamin, though
Doyoung insists on “Charles”. Ambitious but discreet about it, Judong is young,
handsome, and a bit of a flirt—often sending signals to Doona. Yet he avoids
settling down or forming deep emotional ties and lasting love with others.

Q. What does love mean to you? Why the attachment to ‘“Benjamin”?

A. Something I want desperately. But I've never known deep, true love, so I am
hesitant. I want to have a new status and new life in America, and forget about my
poor upbringing. That begins with my name. “Benjamin” may sound old-fashioned
there, but it carries tradition. It’s the man [ want to become.
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“...supreme technical assurance... a real sense of communion and conviviality"”

—XE (ZXBEEBA RS EHE) BBC Music Magazine, UK
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“Make love, not war”
ancient Greek comedy comes to life
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